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Health  Department, 

Argyle  Street, 

Hebburn, 
December,  1943. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hebburn  Urban 

District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  my  seventh  Annual  Report  on  the 
Sanitary  condition  of  the  district  for  the  year  end  December  31st, 
1944. 


1 remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  A.  FORREST, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT. 


STAFF  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  j.  A. 

Forrest,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  B.Hv. 

Sanitary  Inspector — Robert  McKellar,  A.R.San.L,  C.R.San.L, 
M.S.I.A. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector — Ernest  Cheatle,  M.R.San.L, 
M.S.I.A.  (Resigned  6th  July,  1944.) 

Mr.  W.  S.  Bruce,  Ml. R. San. I.,  M.S.I.A.,'  appointed  14th 
August,  1944. 

Chief  Clerk  to  Health  Department — David  A.  McGuinness. 

Part-time  Shorthand-Typist  to  Health  Department — Miss  Frances 
Tollett  (temporary,  commenced  15th  April,  1943;  resigned 
6th  July,  1944). 

Shorthand-Typist — Miss  E.  Davison  (temporary,  appointed  1st 
October,  1944). 

Cleansing  Superintendent — Thomas  Taggart. 

Shorthand-Typist  to  Cleansing  Department — Miss  E.  Davies 
Matron  of  Isolation  Hospital — Miss  L.  Aitken  Blain,  S.R.N., 
C.N. 


/ 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area, 


Area — 1,676.415  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Book  at 
end  of  1944 — 6,163. 

Rateable  Value  (at  31st  December,  1944) — £101,357. 

A penny  rate  represents  £373  (estimated). 

Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  following  information  is  kindly  supplied  by  Mr. 
Hudson,  Relieving  Officer:  — 

Number  of  persons  receiving  out-door  relief  during  1944  1,108 
Average  weekly  number  of  persons  receiving  in-door 

relief  during  1944 140 
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Total  number  of  persons  receiving  in-door  relief  during 


1944  409 

Cost  of  Relief  during  1944  £12,815 


NURSiNC  IN  THE  HOME. 

General. — There  are  two  voluntary  Nursing  Associations  in 
the  District  each  of  which  maintains  a District  Nurse. 

During  1944  the  total  number  of  cases  nursed  was  297  and 
the  total  number  of  visits  paid  was  7,910. 

Members  subscription  for  these  associations  are  2/-  per  year, 
2/6  is  charged  for  a first  visit  to  a non-subscriber  who  thereafter 
is  expected  to  join  the  Association. 

The  Local  Authority  makes  an  annual  grant  of  £25  to  each 
Nursing  Association. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Still  Births— 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Deaths 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

468 

255 

213 

26 

16 

10 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resi- 
dent! population.  22-1. 

12 

6 

6 

5 

3 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 

33. 

307 

167 

140 

Death  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resi- 
dent population 

Death  Rate  per 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Cases: — Deaths.  1,000  Total  Births. 


Puerperal  Sepsis  1 

Other  Puerperal  causes — 


Other  puerperal  causes 


1 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  infanits  per  1,000  live  births  6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  51 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  160 

Deaths  from  Cancer  fall  ages)  52 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  5 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  following  table  gives  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  District 
for  1944  and  previous  years:  — 


Year| 

Estimated 

Resident 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

1932 

24, 1 30  * 

442 

i8,3 

31 1 

12-5 

104 

x933 

23,770 

438 

T7’4 

308 

12-9 

86 

*934 

23>74° 

464 

18-5 

307 

I2'9 

108 

x935 

23>35° 

4°4 

x9‘3 

304 

13-0 

87 

1936 

22,939 

430 

187 

305 

x3'3 

91 

1937 

22,700 

383 

16-9 

288 

127 

68 

I93§ 

22,950 

435 

I9'° 

269 

1 17 

69 

1939 

23,490 

4X4 

17-6 

276 

I2’0 

48 

I94° 

21,770 

444 

20.4 

31 1 

H-3 

65 

I94i 

22,200 

401 

1 8*o 

343 

T5*5 

28 

1942 

21,950 

41 1 

18-7 

287 

13-1 

180 

1943 

21,760 

45° 

20'J 

298 

x3'7 

64 

x944 

22,290 

494 

22  I 

3°7 

13-8 

56 

Births. 

During  1944  there  were  494  live  births  compared  with  450  in 
1943.  This  gives  a birth  rate  of  22.1  per  1,000  population.  This 
is  well  above  the  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  which  was 
17.6  per  1,000  population. 

Still  Births. 

17  still  births  were  registered  during  4944.  This  gives  a rate 
of  33  per  1,000  total  births.  There  were  24  still  births  in  1943. 
Of  the  17  still  births  5 were  illegitimate,  and  (there  were  6 legiti- 
mate males  and  6 legitimate  females. 

Deaths. 

During  1944  there  were  307  deaths  registered.  Of  these  167 
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were  male  and  140  were  female.  The  death  rate  for  the  year  was 
13.8  per  1,000  population.  The  Registrar  General  has  been  unable 
during  war  time  to<  supply  a comparability  factor  so  that  it  is  use- 
less to  compare  this  uncorrected  death  rate  with  that  for  the 
country  as  a whole. 

The  uncorrected  death  rate  for  1943  was  13.7  per  1,000  popu- 
lation. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows : — 


Cause.  Number. 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circula- 
tory System  76 

Cancer  > 52 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  22 

Pneumonia  14 

Diseases  of  early  infancy  and  con- 
genital malformations  14 


Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  — ..  31 


Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths. 

25% 

17% 

7% 

4% 

4% 

• 10% 
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The  following  table  shews  the  classification  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  (Registrar-General’s  figures)! — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes. 

167 

140 

i Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

2 Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

• * * 

. ♦ „ 

3 Scarlet  Fever 

• ♦ « 

• • • 

4 Whooping-Cough 

• • • 

1 

5 Diphtheria 

1 

1 

6 Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

9 

13 

7 Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

2 

2 

8 Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

• • « 

g Influenza  ... 

2 

1 

io  Measles  ... 

• • * 

ii  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 
polioencephalitis 

1 

12  Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

• • • 

• • • 

13  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oeso- 
phagus (males) : uterus  (females) 

1 

2 

14  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

8 

5 

15  Cancer  of  breast 

3 

16  Cancer  of  ail  other  sites 

22 

1 1 

17  Diabetes  ... 

2 

3 

18  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

19 

12 

19  Heart  disease 

27 

35 

20  Other  diseases  circulatory  system 

9 

5 

21  Bronchitis 

I5 

5 

22  Pneumonia 

13 

1 

23  Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

1 

24  Ulceration  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

25  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

1 

4 

26  Appendicitis 

• • • 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

5 

28  Nephritis 

2 

4 

29  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

• • • 

1 

30  Other  maternal  causes 

31  Premature  birth 

5 

2 

32  Congenital  malformations,  birth 
injury  (infantile  disease) 

3 

4 

33  Suicide 

2 

34  Road  traffic  accidents 

3 

35  Other  violent  causes  ... 

4 

4 

36  All  other  causes 

10 

15 

10 
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Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still  Births). 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ._b 10.31  ) 13.13  [ 9-25  17.74 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY, 


28  deaths  occurred  in  infants  under  1 year  old  during-  1944, 
compared  with  29  last  year. 

1 he  Infantile  Mortality  is  56  per  1,000  live  births,  therefore, 
we  may  infer  that  there  has  been  a real  improvement  over  last  year 
and  a vast  improvement  over  1941,  when  the  rate  was  128  per  1,000 
live  births. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  following 
list  of  Food  and  Drug's  obtained  in  the  Hebburn  Urban  District 
during  the  year  1944— 

Return  of  Samples  submitted  for  Analysis  from  the  Hebburn 

Division  for  the  Quarter  ending  31st  December,  1944. 

Custard  Flavour  Genuine. 

Ground  Ginger  ,, 

Flaked  Oats  ,, 

Liquid  Paraffin  , ,, 

F.C.  Cond.  Sweet  Milk  ,, 

Tea  , , 

Sugar  ,, 

F.C.  Cond.  Sweet  Milk  ,, 

Plum  Jam  ,, 

Butter  >> 

Tea  >> 

Meat  Paste  / >> 

F.C.  Cond.  Sweet  Milk  , > 

Sugar  > j 

Cocoa  n 

Lard  ,, 

Ground  Cinnamon  ,» 

Tablets  of  Gregory’s  Powder  ,, 

Formalin  and  Mint  Tablets  ,, 

Damson  Jam  ,, 

Sugar  

Oatmeal  ,, 

Coarse  Cut  Barley  ,, 


12 


Dried  Apples  ,, 

Pine  Mal;t  Vinegar  ,, 

Pansian  Essence  ,, 

26  dry  samples  were  purchased  and  certified  to  be  genuine. 

48  milk  samples  were  alsio  purchased  as  follows : — 18  original, 
of  which  10  were  certified  to  contain  added  water.  35  reference 
samples,  which  were  all  deficient  in  fat. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  with  respect  to  the  deficient 
samples,  with  the  result  that  the  vendor  of  one  of  the  original 
samples  was  fined  £5  and  the  suppliers  were  fined  £40. 

VAGCSWATION. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  vaccination  carried  out 
during  the  year:  — 


1 

Births.  | 

Vaccinated  | 

Successfully.! 

Insus- 

ceptible. 

Died  un- 
vaccinated, 

~ ! 

Conscien- 

tious 

Objectors. 

P.p.  by 
Medical 
Cert. 

Removed. 

Address 

Traced. 

Removed. 

Address 

Not  Traced. 

zara£ZiPRT^gnan<au:2if^wiMi  Hi11!  'n  ' > 

352 

207 

nil. 

20 

9° 

20 

T5 

- 

DIPHTHERIA, 

35  cases  were  notified  and  admitted  to  Hospital  as  Diphtheria. 

30  cases  of  these  proved  to-  be  Diphtheria  and  5 cases  proved 
to  be  Tonsilitis. 

DIPHTHERIA  I M M UN  ISATION. 

A summary  of  the  state  of  the  Diphtheria  Campaign  from  its 
inception  in  1941  to  the  end  of  1944  is  given  below. 

The  table  giving  the  number  of  children  immunised  is  a 
cumulative  table,  the  children  who  appear  in  column  1 also  appear 
in  column  2,  etc. 

TABLE  I. 

Number  of  children  under  the  -age  of  15  at  the  beginning  of 
each  year  who  have  been  immunised  (including  children  who  have 
reached  their  15th  birthday). 
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Year  of  birth 

1941 

1942 

i 1943 

1944 

1945 

1944  ... 

— 

1 — 

i 

— 

1943  ... 

— 

— 

— 

137 

1942  ... 

— 

109 

- 

187 

1941  ...  — 

! 

19 

155 

231 

247 

1940  ... 

6 

63 

204 

265 

■ 

277 

1939  ... 

6 

73 

171 

206 

216 

1938  ... 

4 

86 

161 

222 

235 

1937  ... 

12 

110 

320 

358 

364 

1936  ... 

26 

185 

302 

325 

327 

1935  ... 

29 

191 

268 

285 

287 

1934  ... 

23 

225 

282 

298 

302 

1933  ... 

21 

219 

260 

268 

270 

1932  ... 

28 

251 

302 

318 

320 

1931  ... 

38 

212 

247 

260 

261 

1930  ... 

16 

324 

368 

378 

379 

1929  ... 

1 

267 

311 

320 

— • 

1928  ...  — 

103 

103 

- — - 

— ■ 

1927  ...  — 

12 

— 

- — 

— 

Total  ... 

210 

2346 

3454 

3843 

3809' 

TABLE  II. 


Number  of  children  under  the  age  of  15  immunised  during 
each  half  year : — - 


Jan.  to  June. 

July  to  Dec. 

Total. 

1941 

1965 

171 

2136 

1942 

232 

876 

1108 

1943 

273 

219 

492 

1944  ... 

107 

179 

286 
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From  these  two  tables  i|t  is  possible  to  calculate  the  number 
of  child-years  at  risk  both  for  children  who  have  been  immunised 
and  for  those  who  have  noti. 

The  Registrar-General  calculates  that  there  were  5,921  child- 
ren under  the  age  of  15  in  Hebburn  during  these  years. 

For  the  year  1941  the  number  of  children  immunised  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  was  210.  Each  child  living  throughout 
1941  gives  us  210  child-years.  Then  1,965  children  were  im- 
munised in  the  first  half  of  1941.  Each  child,  therefore,  mav  be 
reckoned  to  have  lived  fths  of  the  year  in  the  immunised  state 
and  J of  the  year  unimmunised.  Similarly,  the  171  children  who 
were  immunised  during  the  second  half  of  the  year  may  be  pre- 
sumed to*  have  completed  f of  the  year  as  unimmiunised  children 
and  | of  the  year  as  immunised.  Therefore,  if  the  first  figure, 
1,965,  is  multiplied  by  J and  the  latter  figure  by  J we  get  the 
number  of  child-years  at  risk  for  those  children  immunised  during 
the  year. 

Likewise,  all  children  who  reach  the  age  of  15  during  the 
year  may  be  reckoned  to  have  completed  half  a year  as  im- 
munised children  at  risk.  The  other  half  year  they  are  over  15 
and  outside  the  scope  of  this  calculation. 


Hence  the  number  of  child  years  at  risk  is  calculated  as  fol- 
lows for  each  year,  for  the  immunised  children. 


1941. 


Number  of  children  under  14  immunised  at  beginning  of  1941=  210 

,,  ,,  ,,  immunised  in  1st  half  of  1941  = 1,965  x f = 1,473 

,,  ,,  ,,  immunised  in  2nd  half  of  1941  = 171x1=  43 

,,  ,,  ,,  reaching  hge  of  15  during  1941=0X5=  0 


1942. 


Total  child-years  at  risk=  1,726 


Number  of  children  under  14  immunised  at  beginning  of  1942  = 2,334 

,,  ,,  ,,  immunised  in  1st  half  of  1942  = 232xf=  174 

,,  ,,  ,,  immunised  in  2nd  half  of  1942  = 876 Xf=  219 

,,  ,,  ,,  reaching  age  of  15  during  1942=12x!=  6 


1943. 


Total  child-years  at  risk  = 2,733 


Number  of  children  under  14  immunised  at  beginning  of  1943  = 3,351 

,,  ,,  ,,  immunised  in  1st  half  of  1943  = 273 x|=  204 

,,  ,,  ,,  immunised  in  2nd  half  of  1943  = 219x1=  55 

,,  ,,  reaching  age  of  15  during  1943=103x1=  52 


Total  child-years  at  risk  = 3,662 
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1944. 

Number  of  children  under  14  immunised  at  beginning  of  1944  = 3,523 
,,  ,,  ,,  immunised  during  1st  half  of  1944  = 107  X f = 81 

,,  ,,  ,,  immunised  during  2nd  half  of  1944  = 179 X 3=  45 

,,  ,,  ,,  reaching  age  of  15  during  1944  = 320x§  = 160 

Total  child-years  at  risk  = 3,809 

The  number  of  child-years  of  non-immiunised  children  at  risk 
is  simply  the  total  number  of  children  under  15  minus  the  number 
of  child-years  of  immunised  children. 

If  each  child  undergoes  the  same  risk  of  catching  Diphtheria 
during  each  year  we  can  calculate  the  effect  of  immunising  on 
the  risk. 


TABLE  m. 
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SCARLET  FEVER, 

34  cases  were  notified  and  admitted  to  Hospital  as  Scarlet 
Fever. 

30  Cases  proved  to  be  Scarlet  Fever. 

4 Cases  proved  to  be  Tonsilitis. 

There  were  no<  deaths. 

MEASLES. 

164  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during  1944,  compared  with 
150  in  1943.  88  of  these  cases  were  in  children  under  5 years  of 

age. 

WHOOP!  N C COUGH. 

62  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  against  52  last  year. 
Again  the  majority  of  cases  were  in  children  under  5. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

15  cases  were  notified.  12  of  these  occurred  in  the  age  group 
46—65. 

PNEUMONIA. 

64  cases  were  notified  against  76  in  1943.  The  disease  was 
prevalent  during  the  winter  months  and  affected  all  ages. 

TUBERCULOSIS, 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — 34  notifications  were  received  com- 
pared with  33  in  1943,  while  there  were  23  deaths  the  same  num- 
ber as  last  year. 

Nearly  half  of  the  males  notified  were  in  the  age  group  25 — 35. 

More  than  half  of  the  females  notified  were  in  the  age  group 
15—25. 

Non- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — 7 notifications  were  received 
compared  with  10  in  1943.  There  were  3 deaths,  compared  with 
5 in  1943. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  following 

information : — 

The  number  of  inhabitants  of  Hebburn  attending  the  Clinics 
'for  Venereal  Diseases  during  1944  was  54  males  and  28  females. 
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SECTION  “ 0,” 

HOUSING. 


Health  Department,  Hebburn, 

June,  1945. 

Sir, 

Housing  and  Overcrowding. 

I herewith  submit  my  report  on  the  housing  conditions 
prevailing  in  Hebburn  for  the  year  1944. 


1.  ERECTION  OF  HOUSES. 


No  new  houses  were  erected  in  Hebburn  in  1944  owing  to 
the  present  emergency. 

2.  REPAIR  OF  EXISTING  HOUSES. 


(a)  The  w'ork  in  connection  with  the  repair  and  maintenance 
of  existing  houses  has  been  carried  out  under  very  difficult  cir- 
cumstances owing  to  (the  lack  of  labour  and  materials. 

The  condition  of  houses  which,  but  for  the  present  emergency, 
would  have  been  condemned  have  become  progressively  worse,  and 
I hesitate  to  think  what  this  condition  will  be  by  the  time  a 
Slum  Clearance  programme  can  be  put  into  operation.  Houses 
which  were  scheduled  for  Clearance  in  1938  are  still  occupied, 
and  in  many  cases  overcrowded  as  well. 

Essential  matters  such  as  roofs,  spouting,  drainage  and  the 
maintenance  of  water  supply  received  prior  attention. 

Number  of  inspections  carried  out  in  connection  with  housing, 
overcrowding,  etc. , 530. 


Number  of  revisits  made,  656. 

Number  of  informal  Notices  served,  190. 

Number  of  informal  Notices  complied  with,  121. 

(b)  Statutory  Powers. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

Served. 

No.  of  Section  93  Statutory  Notices  ...  42 

» » y y ) y 45  , , , , ...  7 

y y y y y , 75  ,,  ,,  ...  6 

))  )i  n 138  , , , , ...  1 


Complied 

with. 

36 

6 

5 

1 
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HOUSE N G ACT,  1936. 

No,  of  Section  9 Notices  ...  ...  ...  6 5 

(c)  Summary  of  Work  Done  sn  Compliance  with  Notices. 

Roofs  repaired  39 

Chimney  Stacks  repaired  3 

Smoke  Nuisances  remedied  4 

New  Chimney  Pots  provided  3 

Eaves  Gutters  renewed  11 

Eaves  Gutters  repaired  or  cleaned  out  20 

Downspouts,  renewed  14 

Downspouts  repaired  or  cleaned  out  9 

External  Walls  repointed  6 

Plasterwoird  renewed  16 

Defective  Ceiling"  renewed  9 

Dampness  on  Walls  remedied  ...i  9 

Wood  Floors  renewed  or  repaired  12 

Windows.  renewed  or  repaired  15 

Doors  renewed  or  repaired  23 

Staircases  repaired  5 

Fireplaces  repaired  ...|...  10 

Ovens  repaired  6 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  renewed  5 

New  Set  Poits  provided  .,.  2 

Water  Supply  provided  7 

Hot  Water  System  repaired  3 

New  Wash  Basin  provided  — 1 

Drains  cleared  15 

Drains  repaired  1 

Inspection  Chambers  cleared  4 

W.C.  cleared  2 

Yard  Gullies  and  Grates  provided  6 

New  W.C,  Pedestals  provided  (or  repaired)  7 

Outbuilding’s  repaired  15 

Accumulations  of  Refuse  removed  3 

New  Dust  Bins  provided  13 

Concrete  Floors  renewed  1 

W.C.  Repaired  (flushing  cistern)  9 

Thresholds  renewed  2 
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Skirting-  Boards  renewed 

Hearth  renewed  

Gas  Boiler  (repaired) 
Banister  Rails  renewed 


1 

1 

1 

1 


(d)  Closing,  Demolition  and  Clearance  Orders. 

One  Notice  under  Section  12  was  served,  but  after  the  Owner 
had  submitted  proposals  which  were  accepted  and  carried  out,  ithe 
order  was  determined. 

(e)  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2871. — Genera!  Scheme  for 

Repairs  of  Houses. 

Certificates  of  Essentiality  issued  during-  the  year,  9. 

3.  OVERCROWDING. 

According  to  the  register  there  were  545  overcrowded  houses 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  this  was  an  increase  of  5 on  /the  previous 
year,  which  shows  that  the  increase  is  outstripping  the  relief  of 
overcrowding.  Any  Council  houses  which  became  vacant  were 
allocated  to  overcrowded  families  or  families  from  a scheduled  area. 
In  my  opinion,  the  number  of  overcrowded  families  in  Hebburn 
are  far  greater  than  that  shown  on  the  register. 

Every  endeavour  is  made  to  modify  pre-war  records  by  fresh 
data,  but  until  a further  survey  can  be  undertaken  no  accurate 
figures  can  be  g-iven. 

c.  BILLETING. 

During  the  year‘a  total  of  918  evacuees  from  London  and  the 
surrounding  districts  were  billeted  in  Hebburn,  mostly  with  rela- 
tives or  f riends. 

The  peak  period  was  reached  in  the  week  ending  1st  Septem- 
ber, when  828  people  were  billeted  here.  Since  that  time  there 
has  been  a gradual  decrease. 

It  should  be  noted  that  in  no  case  has  an  evacuated  family 
had  to  move  out  of  Hebburn  for  lack  of  a suitable  billet;  con- 
sidering the  amount  of  overcrowding  in  ithe  district  I think  this 
reflects  great  credit  upon  the  people  of  Hebburn. 


(Signer)  W.  S.  BRUCE,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


21 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA, 

Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Health  Department,  Hebburn, 

December,  1944. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, — 

I beg'  to  submit  to  you  niv  30th  Annual  Report  upon  the  work 
of  the  Sanitary  Department  for  the  year  1943.  As  arranged  with 
you,  I have  endeavoured  to  make  it  as  brief  as  possible. 

The  district  has  been  systematically  inspected  for  the  detection 

of  nuisances. 

The  tabulated  returns  are  not  shown  in  this  report,  but  are 
kept  for  future  references.  It  is  distressing  in  the  4 years  of  war 
that  so  much  food  had  to  be  condemned,  as  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption. 

Air  Raid  Precautions  which  include  Food  Decontamination, 
Ministry  of  Home  Security  Smoke  Production  in  Factories, 
Ministry  of  Supply  Iron  and  Steel  Control  National  Survey  and 
Co-operation  of  Civil,  Navy,  Army  and  Air  Force  Authorities  in 
sanitarv  matters,  also  received  my  attenton. 

I am,  yours  truly, 

ROBERT  McKELLAR, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Factory  Act,  1937. 

There  are  37  factories  in  the  District.  Ill  inspections  were 
made. 

The  information  usually  supplied  to  the  Home  Office  on  form 
572  is  not  given  in  this  year’s  report,  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry’s  desire,  the  figures  are  tabulated  for  future  references. 

2.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  sanitary  conveni- 
ences in  the  District. 
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Privy 

J 

Ash-pits. 

Privy 

Box-closets 

Water- 

closets. 

Total. 

West  Ward 

. . . 

. . . 

526 

526 

Central  Ward  ... 

... 

692 

692 

North  Ward 

... 

785 

785 

East  Ward 

• • • 

474 

474 

Victoria  Ward  .... 

. . . 

1460 

1460 

South  Ward 

. . . 

2 

1387 

1389 

Monkton  Ward  ... 

. . . 

5 

526 

53i 

Totals 

. . . 

7 

5850 

5857 

The  privy  boxes  in  use  in  the  Area  are  situated  as  follows : — - 
South  Ward — 

Blue  House  Farm  . 1 Box  Closet. 

Newlands  House  1 ,,  ,, 

Monkton  Ward — 

Quarry  Houses  4 Box  Closets. 

Red  House  Farm  1 Box  Closet. 

FOOD  DEFENCE  PLANS, 

Meat  Inspection  at  Distribution  Centre  and  Shops, 

There  is  no  slaughtering- of  Beasts  and  Sheep  in  Hebburn  area, 
all  the  slaughtering  is  done  at  Newcastle  and  dispatched  by  Motor 
Van  to  our  distribution  centres.  119  lbs.  of  Beef  were  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  was  destroyed. 

Pig  Clubs. 

There  are  4 Pig  Clubs  in  the  District  and  during  the  year  27 
Pigs  were  slaughtered,  and  on  examination  were  found  to  be  of 
good  quality. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Provision  Shops  and  Stores, 

The  following  list  represnts  the  quantity  of  food  inspected  and 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption : — 
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Food  Stuffs  Condemned  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption. 

2 Tins  of  Minced  Beef. 

6 lb.  Tin  of  Pork  Loaf. 

6 lb.  Tin  of  Chopped  Hain. 

12  oz.  Tin  of  Kam, 

1 Tin  of  Stewed  Steak. 

22S  Tins  of  Evaporated  Milk. 

1 Tin  of  Beans. 

20—14  oz.  Tins  Chopped  Ham. 

2 — 16  lb.  Rolls  of  Bacon. 

1 Tin  of  Luncheon  Meat. 

1 Tin  Of  Sausage  Meat. 

10  Tins  Peas. 

4 1'ins  of  Pilchards. 

10  lb.  Cheese. 

1 — 12  oz.  Tin  Minced  Beef  Loaf. 

6 — 46  o>z.  Tins  of  Heinze  Beans. 

1 Tin  of  Pease  Pudding-. 

I —  6 lb.  Tin  of  Chopped  Ham. 

3 'Fins  of  Grade  1 Salmon. 

48  Tins  of  Pudding  Mixture. 

13  Tins  Masher  Mix  Cake  Mixture. 

1 Tin  of  Pilchards. 

1 Tin  of  Pork  Sausage.  Bulk.  \\  lb. 

1 Jar  of  Gooseberry  Jam. 

5 Jars  of  Plum  Jam. 

1 Tin  of  Fray  Bentos  Beeg. 

6 lb.  Tin  of  Luncheon  Meat. 

100  lb.  Rice. 

8^  lb.  of  Sausage  Meat. 

4- — 2 lb.  Jars  of  Marmalade. 

1 Jar  of  Hartley’s  Jam. 

1 Jar  of  Powell’s  Marmalade. 

1 Case  of  Prunes.  25  lbs. 

3|  lb.  Sausage  Meat. 

II —  11  lb.  Tins  of  Condensed  Milk. 

1 — 2-|  lb.  Tin  of  Agars  Pork. 

6 Stones  of  Haddocks, 
i lb.  Tea. 

1 lb.  Sugar. 

J lb.  Bacon. 
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J lb.  Margarine. 

J lb.  Cooking-  Fat. 

3 Tins  of  Condensed  Full  Cream  Milk. 

1 Case  of  Prunes.  25  lbs. 

14  lbs.  Bacon. 

2 jars  of  Strawberry  Jam. 

1 Tin  of  Grade  3 Salmon. 

16 — 2 lb.  Jars  of  Marmalade. 

1 — 141b.  Leg  of  Ham. 

Inspection  of  Houses  Prior  to  Removal  to  Council  Houses. 

All  houses  of  prospective  tenants  of  Council  Houses  and  out- 
going- tenants  were  inspected  during  the  year. 

In  accordance  with  the  Council’s  regulations,  as  to  verminous 
houses,  20  were  inspected,  they  were  all  free  from  vermin. 

Ministry  of  Supply, 
iron  and  steel  Control. 

National  Survey. 

Gratifying  results  have  been  maintained  during  the  year.  This 
survey  does  not  of  course  include  general  salvage  scrap  which  is 
already  being  collected  by  any  other  arrangements. 

Infectious  Disease. 

During  the  year  508  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  were 
received  by  the  Medical  Officer.  When  necessary  the  premises 
were  inspected  and  the  sanitary  condition  recorded  and  particulars 
respecting  the  history  of  the  case  were  reported  to  the  Medical 


Officer. 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital  74 

Houses  inspected  170 

Houses  disinfected  74 

Clothing-  and  bedding  disinfected  (lots)  124 

Visits  to  infected  houses  543 

Simpson’s  Hotel. 

Remains  the  same  as  in  previous  reports. 

Common  Lodging  House. 

Remains  the  same  as  in  previous  reports. 
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Cowsheds. 

There  are  4 cowsheds  in  the  district,  namely,  Blue  House 
Farm,  Burnhead  Farm,  Red  House  Farm  and  Mill  Lane  Farm, 
the  condition  of  the  byers,  etc.,  at  Burnhead  Farm  and  Red  House 
Farm  are  far  below  the  advisory  standard  for  cowsheds,  and  I 
would  recommend  that  they  receive  immediate  attention  under  the 
post-war  reconstruction  schemes.  The  dwelling-  houses)  at  the 
Burnhead  Farm,  Blue  House  Farm  and  Red  House  Farm  require 
considerable  alteration  to  bring  them  up  to  a modern  standard  for 
the  occupants. 

These  cowsheds  have  been  regularly  cleansed  and  lime-washed 
during  the  year. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

These  premises  have  been  frequently  inspected,  and  in  a few 
instances  the  occupiers  have  been  warned  against  exposing  milk 
to  contamination. 

Fumigation  of  Beds,  Blankets,  etc. 

During  the  year  684  blankets,  218  beds,  164  pillows,  belong- 
ing to  the  A.R.P.  personnel  and  the  Fire  Guard  personnel,  were 
fumigated. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

The  Milk  (Special)  Designation  Order,  1936. 

Four  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  from  the  school  supply  were 
accepted  at  the  King’s  College  Agricultural  Department  for  exam- 
ination. The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported  the  results  of  this 
examination  to  the  Education  Committee. 

Ministry  of  Food — Rodent  Control. 

Defence  (General)  Regulations,  1939. 

The  Infestation  Order,  1943,  S.R.  & O.  No.  680. 
Maintenance,  Treatments  for  Rats  ini  Sewers. 

“The  effect  of  the  initial  double  treatments  of  sewerage  sys- 
tems has  been  to  reduce  their  rat  population  to-  very  low  levels 
over  whole  systems  and  in  many  districts,  eliminate  them  entirely. 
Investigations  has  shown  that  the  districts  cleared  remain  so  for 
some  considerable  time  but  that  the  numbers  may  increase  in  the 
centre  of  residual  population  where,  probably  conditions  are  most 
. favourable  for  infestation.  It  is  the  purpose  of  maintenance  treat.- 
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merits  to  check  the  build  up  of  infestations  at  these  centres  and 
the  consequent  spread  into  cleared  areas.  If  this  is  done  there  will 
be  no  possibility  of  the  rats,  being  forced  tto  find  food  and  homes 
above  ground. 

Consideration  has  been  given  to  the  times  of  year  when  treat- 
ment would  be  most  effective,  having  regard  to1  factors  such  as 
rainfall,  and  to  the  intervals  between  treatments.  It  is  recom- 
mended that  maintenance  should  be  given  twice  a year  at  proxi- 
mately  six-monthly  intervals,  one  about  December- January,  and 
the  other  about  May-June. 

I have  now  completed  the  first  drive  on  the  sewers.  Observa- 
tions on  this  drive  have  proved  that  there  are  several  areas  in  the 
district  practically  free  from  rats.  These  areas  are  situated  on  the 
new  housing  estate,  from  St.  John’s  Avenue  to1  Mill  Lane,  and  our 
own  housing  scheme.  The  worst  areas  are  from  the  Police  Station 
to  Whiteburn  Street,  and  reaching  down  to  the  river,  and  from 
Station  Road  West  to  Buchanan  Street. 

The  total  number  of  baits  laid  was  3,550,  of  these  2,840  were 
pre-baits,  and  710  poison  baits,  and  the  result  achieved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food’s  calculation  scale  was  the  extermination  of 
1,649  rats. 


Ministry  of  Works  and  Planning. 

Defence  (General)  Regulations  No.  56  A.A.A.S.R.  & O.S. 

1942,  Nos.  761  & 1723. 

Compulsory  Disclosure  of  Scrap  Metal.. 

This  order  entails  a verv  close  inspection  of  Factories,  etc., 
to  ascertain  where  possible  the  quantity  of  metal  suitable  for  scrap 
metal,  it  is  deemed  suitable  if  it  is,  or  forms  part  of  any  building 
structure,  machinery,  plant  or  articl  ewhich  is,  disused,  obsolete, 
or  redundant,  or  otherwise  serving  no  immediate  purpose. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

Mr.  Gibbons  and  Mr.  Sayers,  the  Rats  & Mice  Executive 
Officers  for  the  Durham  County,  paid  several  visits  to  the  district 
to  attend  tio  numerous  complaints  which  I had  received. 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  and  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Order,  1936:^ 

8 samples  of  ordinary  milk,  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
Bacterodogical  Department,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  for  examin- 
ation during  the  year. 

M EAT  AMD  OTHER  FOODS. 

There  are  6 slaughter  houses  in  the  district.  None  have  been 

used  during  the  year,  all  slaughtering  being  done  in  Newcastle. 
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Walker  Gate  Hospital, 


